INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF INVENTORS™ ASSOCIATIONS

FEE REDUCTIONS

(AL 12

The Ameriean paem system proyides for a 50% redeetion for
those qualifying for rmall sy status. These nre defined as:
1. Independent invenlors 1. nomprofit orgasizations
(inclieding universities or ather instinsinoes of higher education)
and 3. small business conceras (lews than 500 persons);, OF
equrse the abowe applies to both nationals and forggners.

Germsany

Ieventors from sny country obiain 3% reduction when
appdving for a Gemmen patent If they show thelr willmgness to
Eive o licence,

PCT {Patunt Cooperaibon ‘Treaty)

The PCT, administered by the World Int=llectual Property
Crgandzation (WIPO), Gemeva, Switerland, i3 & systern which
offers inventors and industry &n advanisgecus roule for
obtzining patent pratection worl dwids.

From Jenuary 1, 1996, applicants who are natlonals of oad
reside in a Sdate with a per copita ontional income of less than
LS 53 000 ond perty to the PCT, benefic from a redpetion of
T5% of certnim fees due to WIPO for internatioral applications:
the basic fies, the designation fee, the conflrmatlon fea and the
handiing fes; The justification s that all these countrics face
particalar difficulties in finding the necessary funds (in
convertinle clmencies!} for paying the various fess undzr the
PCT aycrens,

Un Detober 1959, these PCT member counines ace, m
alphabetical order:  Albanin, Armenin, Azerbaljun, Belarus,
Benin, Bosnia and Hersegovina, Brazl, Bulgana, Burkina
Faso, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad Chiea,
Congo, Cite d'lveire, Cuba, Czech Repable, Democatic

Mool Tuly-Dectmbier 15406

Why a fourih IF1& mewslerer wien we already publish
| LFIA-EOD (o inventions for the enviromment), LFA-FOUTH
[ (e youmg and lechnical ereativity), and JFL4-WIN {an
| women imventors aml innovaioes)?  Although sach of thesa
| deals with important issues which need to be encoursged -
| they are ofien neglected... ifnot forgotben — cne main concem
| remalns: the simation of INVEMTORS in general, [
| Usizadly, publications begring the woed "warsh" |n the title
| draw Sleicn ke oegative facts, for ecxample,  those |
| perpetrated agaicsl buman rights. Invenion' ordeals are |
| nemergus, and we shall denounce them, of covirse,; as well &y |
infringesments & tnventors' dghts,

|  However, IFT4-WATCH will highlight the progress amd
concentrate on Improverments In the feld as well. [Fi4-
BATCH will be o platform for the exchange of expericnces
and dissermnation of good ideas, gond practices, good
legislation, We hope ihar [EA4-WATCH will become the
evm’-vig:ila.u.l oye on the statas of nvertors. Who knoes?
Perhapa we may coeste an "IFIA-WATCEH Service® in the

long nm.
}: o
Farag houssa
President of IFLA

Geneve, Ccopher 17, | 956

Feople's Republic of Koms, Esionis, Gubon, Georgia, Guinea,
Hungary, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kyrpyestan, Latvis, Lesotha,
Libeela, Lithuenls, Madsgssear, Malawi, Mali, Manrianis,
tlexicn, Mongolin, Miger, Poland, Bepubllc of Moldove,
Homumn, Rmsian Pederation, Saint Locia, Sensgal, Slovakia,
Sr Lankn, Sudan, Swaziland, Tajikistem, the farmer Y ugpabay
Eepuhlic of Mocedonin, Togn, Turkey, Turkmenizren, Ulgsnds,
Ukraine, Uzbekistan, Viet Mum (56 Sta1es),

Ay Siate that would becosse party to the PCT in the fubare an
whoee said averngs por capita rational income 3 bsg than US
53,000 wibl sutoenarically be mcluded in the ahove list,

For clarification ood'or precise ‘details, inguides should he
addressed directly o WIPD (34 chemid des Colombettes, 1211
Cremeva 0, Switzertand),

comiinued an e 4



CD-ROMs AND COPYRIGHT

An [FIA expert develaped the following
theery: patent liersture, whethsr on
paper or  CD-B0Ms, 13 hased an infor-
mation given and paid for by independent
invenbors oo by mduesiry and research
fmstitates. It eould be aeghed that the
copyright shonld therfore helong to the
latter, including indepesdent invéntoss.
If that were the cese, independent
inventars (and their representalives, the
invertor azsodin-tions, and [FIA} should
fod e paying more than the cost price of
the CE:ROME, TP will mudy this
question.

WHO CAM REPREEENT SMEs?

At 1995 and 1996 meetings omenized
by the European Patent Crgenization
(EPDY for users of the patent system,
IFLA noticed that some nongovemmen-
tal oTganizations representing paiest al-
wmers, &8 woll a5 patent-stamey
finns, tand o give the impression that
they "reprosent” small & mediun-sdzed
grterprizes (RMEg] IFLA President re-
acted to-such allegaticns, It i rue that
patent sttormeys heve among their
clisnis SMEs and know the problems
they face, but in oo way have they o
mandate 1o repeesent the SMEs, SMEs
have thelr ooy organizations ot interme-
tional, Tagional and natioosl lewels.
Oinly thess organdzations can reprosent
them and spenk om their behalf, 1FIA,
which represents Isdependent inventors
warldwide including some whiy have
ceeated SMEa, stands firmby behind the
inferests af the SMES.

UNSCRUPTLOUS COMPANIES
MARKETING INVENTIONS

Upon request, [FIA will provide a
leafles pubfished in 1994 by the Fedeml
Trade Commission, Bureauw of Con-
sumer Profection, USA, of how o
pibentify legitimate firmis ‘and how in-
ventors con pootect themselvies when
working with an inveption proensotbon
firm,

I Plemurism

THE INVENRTOR EXISTS!

AN IMPROVEMENT IN EFO
Sepiember 11 012, 1955 Heanng with
nterested cdreles and users of the patent
system on Sirntegies of the Ewopzan
Patert Organization (EPC).  From ihe
catset IF1A  President expressed the
pstonisbament of IT1Awhen i was noficed
that EPD totally igeored the word
"irventar™ in Hds prepamtony docoments
He wondered whether this word really
exisied in EP(Vs vocabulary. Mr. Thail,
Directar General of the Dardsh Petent
Office, who chaired the meeting
recognized that the remark wes well
fourled.

Tupe 4 10 %, 996 Annusl sweeting of
The Standing Advisory Committas
before the European Pabent Organizetion
(SACEPOY. [FIA President welcomed
Mir. Ingo Eober, new EPO President from
Jepuary 1, 1996, far having wsed the
wind “ioventos® wice In his epening
smutement and for having stated thot one
aof hid chjectived was 1o "reduce the comt
of patenting for imoentors.”  Another
expeession used by Mr. Kober was nofed
with satisfactions  Money comes from
mnventars, it should therefore retum te
them.

The follswing i the text of the megsge sert by TFLA President to the Swedidh
[ Ieventors' Associstion on Augest 15, 1996

"[FEA iz deeply moved by the o of Harold Romanus, main founder of oar |
Ietessational Federation of mventors' Associntions, nnd is sending to his family
its desp s¥mpathy,

"Herold Romanus wes the man who drow the zttention of Governments o the
fart that there dre patenis anly because thene are [avemtions, and that thens ard
imventiong only beegase there are inventars,

[ met Harold Bomanus for the first time in the second half of the T0's. He had
w great inflesnce on me and om my work with WIPO, wheee | was then & staff |

member. Today, asg President of IFLA [ will never forget him.

IFEA will nover farges Harold Romoous*

[FLA-WATCH Mo, 1 June - Decrmber [995



INTERNET

® Since - early 159, the Pollsh Union of
Anspcintions of lavwentors and Rationalizstors
{PEEWIR) has been an the [ntermet. One of i
pagzes gives infarmation on TFLA in English found

at:
htpifwnw fermet plinamka/
prsarwitdfia peefifia_ang hmi

= A smeall [FLA weorking group will mesel shoetly
after the Metherlmd Associntlon of Inventors
{MOVE) hat finalized & preliminary study o the
atvantapss of 1FLA having itz own website, the
codts Involved, and the use of e-mail for
communicstion between inventors and imventor

orgaiizations anpind the warld,

TRANSLATION OF IFTA PITRLICATIONS
Irternaional Tnvention  Guide (112 pagesy, by
Clarence . Feldmann  (former  [FIA  President),
pablished in December [994, is being translated into
Finmish {Cantral Chrganization of Finnish Inwentors'
Associgtioet ), Turkish (Twkish Patent Office), and
Arabie (University of Kuwaif), The first two
iransintions will be printed eod of 1990/carly 1997,

Women lmvarmtors Orpanizarions (104 pages) by
Farng Mouwssa (IFLA President), publisbed in 1994,
wig translzied [nto Chilnese by the Chine Associstion
for Inventions and printsd in 1993 on the occasion of
e Wodd Conference on Wonsen held in Beljing.
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WANT T2 DO IT!

IFIA NEWSLETTERS
Ench sppears twice n year,

= IFTA=-WATCH
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The publication you ars oovw reading,

FFTA-ECTr

O inventions for the environment

TFIA-F¥OUTH

On the young aed teckmics] coestivity

IFEA-WIN

O wioameen. invendors and innevators



GOOD IDEAS!

Good idess, fmagined and fmplemented
by daveniors asdaciations ad well o
{FIA, will be publivhed regudarii n fais
cofurrr, We bope to encourage many
{mvemdory arsoctations o be af creaffve
aad  fmveriive  In eromagemend, oo
services renderad B9 thems ox this
inventars are in their tecknioal felds,
Riemember that woall con be heawiful,
Same peafects proved they conld be
aehitered wirhour spemding arly money!

..by INVNENTOR
ASSOCIATIONS

Essential info as for
pharmacies and emergency

doetors

All have resd free apnouncements in
newspaes giving eisential infoemation
on which phamacies open gt night and
diring  public holidays, o telephoms
numbers to: comeet - dogfors D
emergancies, eic.  The Federntion af
Teglandic Tanowators (Fil) god in towch
with o doily paper in the capitail of
Rayklavik and zsked foe the same
privilege. Their request was successfill
For aver a yesr thwe address. telephone
nurther and office hours of FIT ore listed
with thie Oers.

Birih of an invention

The grant of a patent by the national
patert office is coseldormd by maony
ipventoms as the birth cerificair of their
invention, In Syria “Fathess" of
“mothers” of palenied mvention: hive

the fght to advertise théir "new baby®

12 times, either on TV or redio (34
aecondsy asdion by & boxed Ensounce-
ment in the press,  This suppon was
abinined by the Syrian Association of
[nwentors which managed to convines
the Ministry of [nformatiod o instruct
the media accordingdy.

Free - membership fee

and patent application

The Norwegisn Inventor Associniton
(NOF) orgenizes  yearly youth
invensian competiticns.  In addition 1o
the mwards which inclede cash prizes,
the 10 winners recgive 4 one-year
membership to WOF, 8% well a2 2 patent
application at the Morwegian Patent
Office, free of charge.

Visits to companies

The Hetherlands Association of
Imventors (NOYL), organdzes regular
visits for ity members 1o lnnovative
mu:'p-n.n]n:.—a oF srganizations o keep the
members ke==n on technical and siber
developmicnis throughoart the world,

Emall meeting room

The Institie of Paterdees and Inventors
(1PT}, in Landon, offers a roam in s
offtce. t0 members which can
pegimmodate up to six people — a
central location for meembers o 1alk
with their patent ogent, mamehchmer's
répresantative, ¢ic. A modest contri-
bution iz ssked for its use which
mehides refreslmen,

-..from [FIA

Used stamps

aroy children kove o eollect stamps and
thraugh collecting learn o lob abowt
geography, history, and [ocal florz and
fuura. Why not offer used stxmps 1o
winnsrs of young Invention contests?
IFlA launcied i5is project omoog
members of the end of 1995, A gimple
idea — costing rothing e invertor
assaciatons or IFIA = it will delight
school-children worldwide to receive
gich pitts i addition 1o the weditional
[FIA mymnds,

World inventions book

Le Livre mordial des imvemitons is
publighedd yearly in Paris.  Editod by
Valérie-Anne Gigcard d'Ertning, this
hardd-cover book in French has awer 300
papes and plenty of color Hlusrations oo
inwentions from all over the world, TFLA
President [nvited the publisher to lanch
and on |leaming that unsold copies of the
19%6 editton would be destroyed, be
asked, "Why nod ghve them o TFTAT
Mz Chiscord d'Esaing apread, provided
[FIA doee not el the books, plcks them
up, @d covers all trunsporiation
enpenses,  Thus, [FIA has obtained 500
coqies of thix atractee book to offer 1o
[Fl& members and to wisners of vouth
imvention competitions,

coniinned from page |
REDULCTION OFF FEES

EPO (Earopean Putent Organization)
Since July 1, 1996, the EPO aoffers a
reduction of 785% of s fees for the
internetional search and the preliminary
examinetion in reapect of ntematlosal
applications filed by nationsls of States
which fulfil the requirements fiar the
carresponding reduction i PCT Fees
peyable v WP, [(See page 1 o listof
coumniries usder PCT)

The main differences between the Tan
systerns are: Uneler EPO applicants must
file & request for fes reduction, undes
PCT they do not. Further, the expression
"mationals™ has-a wider spplication undes
EMD; it inchides both “natoral perseas™
(kndividualsy, and “legal persom”™ {such

4

a3 compenkes OF  CoTpOrations,
universities or other orgardrstions
havles legel persanslity or eguivalent
statug), while under PCT “netionals™
afe “nafural persons™ only

As o reminder, the precect BEPO ayatem
repisces & mimilar system of fem
reduction for nntionals of develuping
countries which was svailable sinees
1984, As for nationals of central and
gagtéen European Stabes and members
of the Commanwealit of Indepesdent
Biates {C15), the daciabon Implemented
by EPO sinee Agril 19035 o6l appliss
for a period of three years,

For clarificartion end'or precise-details
ingriries should be addvesied direcily
it EPD (Ervadsivesse 2F, 0051
Maralch, Germang.
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